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his building, its congregation, and their com-
mitment to our community.

HONORING THE LIFE OF KEVIN
SANDERS

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2013

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the courageous actions of Kevin Sand-
ers, a native resident of Plainfield, lllinois, who
passed away earlier last month. Kevin was
one of the first responders who gave their
lives in the evacuation efforts when a fire
broke out at a fertilizer plant in West, Texas
on April 17, 2013.

Kevin was an extraordinary individual who
made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting
others. From a young age, he looked to he-
roes like Superman for inspiration. He was an
individual who truly lived to serve others, as
exemplified by his participation in the Plainfield
Emergency Management Agency in lllinois
and the Bruceville-Eddy Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment in Texas.

His heroism lives on through his wife,
Sarah, and his 3-month-old son, Reeve. Mr.
Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering a true hero—Kevin Sanders, a real
life man of steel.

———

HONORING THE AROOSTOOK
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2013

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor The Aroostook Medical Center (TAMC)
on becoming the first facility in Maine, and
second in the Nation, to use compressed nat-
ural gas for both heat and cooling.

For over 100 years, TAMC has played a
vital role in providing health services to
Maine’s northern communities. TAMC is one
of the area’s largest economic drivers, em-
ploying over 1000 staff members and 60 phy-
sicians. On May 13, 2013, this Maine institu-
tion will cement its role as an environmental
leader as well, kicking-off National Hospital
Week by officially transitioning from oil fuel to
compressed natural gas (CNG).

According to TAMC’s Vice President of Di-
agnostic and Support Services James
McKenney, CNG produces about 45 percent
less carbon dioxide than coal, 30 percent less
than oil, and 15 percent less than wood. In ad-
dition to dramatically reducing its environ-
mental footprint, the conversion is expected to
save the hospital between $400,000 and
$500,000 each year.

TAMC’s “valve turning” ceremony on the
13th is just part of the hospital’s broader ef-
forts to improve its environmental impact. The
Food Service Department has eliminated foam
cups and trays, while incentivizing staff to pur-
chase coffee with mugs rather than paper
cups. The hospital is also revamping its recy-
cling processes, expanding composting activi-
ties, and switching to environmentally friendly
chemicals wherever possible. These efforts
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have brought TAMC closer to local producers,
the University of Maine at Presque Isle, and
the City of Presque Isle itself.

| am pleased to join countless families
across northern Maine in helping TAMC cele-
brate this exciting new chapter.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in con-
gratulating TAMC for taking this important next
step forward.

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2013

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize National Nurses Week. | am proud to
honor the tireless work of the more than three
million men and women who form the core of
the American healthcare system.

Nurses are at the forefront of patient care in
our hospitals and clinics, our schools and
workplaces, in the military, and throughout our
communities. They handle the daunting re-
sponsibility of caring for millions of unique pa-
tients with unparalleled grace. From bedside
care to university classrooms, nurses are the
leaders in promoting and maintaining our Na-
tion’s health. As equal parts caretakers, advo-
cates, researchers, and educators, nurses
work selflessly to protect the safety and well-
being of all Americans. They are truly some of
our Nation’s most devoted professionals.

As our population ages, and our healthcare
industry focuses increasingly on preventative
care, the demand for nursing services will be
greater than ever. We must do everything we
can to support nursing students, and ensure
that our healthcare system is able to meet
growing patient needs for years to come.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring nurses across the country. We
should all be tremendously grateful for their in-
valuable work, not just this week, but every
day of the year.

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2013

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, thank
you Congresswoman EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
for hosting this special order and for your on-
going and unwavering leadership.

| rise today in recognition of National Nurses
Week, and to thank the millions of nurses who
are on the front lines of our health care sys-
tem.

Although a doctor is usually considered to
be the primary health care provider for a pa-
tient, Nurses are expert clinicians who provide
high-quality and cost-effective care in every
care community and in every setting through-
out the world.

Let me just say that | have witnessed first-
hand the dedication and commitment nurses
have to their patients’ health and well-being.
Their crucial role delivering health care cannot
be understated.

Around the world, nurses are the first and
often the only link to health care for millions of
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people living in resource limited settings, par-
ticularly in Africa and parts of Asia.

So this week | urge my colleagues to join
me in thanking the nurses who continue to
serve us, and to renew our commitment to
supporting this profession.

——————

ACADEMIC COMPETITION
RESOLUTION, 2013

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2013

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
welcome and congratulate students from the
Oswego East High School Rocket Team and
the Nequa Valley High School Rocket Team.

The Oswego East and Nequa Valley Rocket
Teams are coming to Washington, D.C. to
compete in the Team America Rocketry Chal-
lenge National Fly-Off competition on May
11th. They qualified for the National Fly-Off by
finishing in the top 100 out of 725 teams that
competed nationwide to build a rocket that
could carry a raw egg 750 feet in the air, and
then use a parachute to return the egg
uncracked.

These students have spent many hours de-
signing, building, testing and launching model
rockets in order to create the entries that
qualified for the National Fly-Off. | am proud of
their hard work, perseverance, and creativity,
and | commend them on this achievement.

| am also thrilled to see students embracing
a project that involves elements of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics. As
a scientist and manufacturer, | know how re-
warding it can be to research and explore, and
to discover what you can accomplish when
you design and build things from scratch.

This country needs more young people who
are excited about studying and working in the
STEM fields. STEM graduates are critical to a
thriving national economy, but at present, our
education system is not producing nearly
enough STEM graduates to meet the private
sector’'s need for highly skilled employees. I'm
pleased to see that there are contests like the
Team America Rocketry Challenge that are
encouraging students to explore STEM fields
through fun, hands-on projects, and I'm proud
of the students from my district who took on
this challenge. | hope that this will be only the
first of their accomplishments in the fields of
science, technology, engineering and math.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 2013

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on May 6,
2013, | was unavoidably detained and missed
the following rollcall votes: number 129 for
H.R. 588, number 130 for H.R. 291, and num-
ber 131 for H.R. 507. Had | been present, |
would have voted “aye” on all three rollcall
votes.
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